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WAR INCONSISTENT WITH THE GOSPEL. 


BY W. STOKES, ENGLAND. 


The spirit that breathes in Christianity leaves no question 
in the considerate mind concerning its design. Did it sanction 
war in any shape, it would be difficult to discover and to affirm 
its superior excellency, since the bare fact of such a sanction 
would involve the encouragement of the worst of human pas- 
sions. But its controlling spirit defies such a suspicion, inas- 
much as it inculcates and promotes a temper of mind, a tone 
of character, invariably meek and gentle. It was itself 
ushered into the world amidst the joyous prognostics of its 
certain effects, when angels sang, ‘“‘ Peace on earth; good- 
will towards men.” And our Lord, in describing the states 
most congenial with the religion he was about to establish, 
includes among them the peace-makers, “for they shall ‘be 
called the children of God.” 

The ultimate tendency of this spirit is, to render actual the 
glowing representations of ancient prophecy, which, indeed, 
were delivered by an inspiration infallibly certain of future 
events. But these happy times are manifestly to be brought 
about by the spread of Christianity, which, acquiring a com- 
mand now scarcely conceivable, shall then determine the tone 
and character of nations. ‘The wolf, also, shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And they shall beat their swords into 
Plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; nation 
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shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.’* 

If such shall be the result of Christianity in the world, is it 
to be supposed for a moment, that scenes of universal peace 
are to be realized by cultivating the arts of war? Or that a 
system which sanctions them can aim at promoting peace? 
Can it be thouglit that extremes so distant belong to one sys- 
tem, and that system purely divine? The spirit of war never 
yet had the hardihood to boast such an original, nor ever yet 
has ventured to claim kindred with the skies. Founded on the 
worst passions of our fallen nature, it admits no sympathy with 
the system that restores it; but, conscious that it opposes its 
every appearance, it seeks shelter in the shade of past dispen- 
sations, or in the guilt of a criminal expediency. 

But war is not more opposed to the spirit, than it is to the 
positive injunctions of Christianity. ‘The precepts of Christ 
bear most directly on the practice of war; they involve its 
utter condemnation by inculcating incompatible virtues. These 
virtues, wherever exercised, render war absolutely impossible ; 
since their practice forbids to injure even an avowed enemy. 
The spirit of war is the infliction of injury from which the 
virtues of the gospel instinctively revolt: one proceeds to the 
destruction of the foe, but the other todo him good. “If thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if be thirst, give bim drink; for in 
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head.”+ “1 
say unto you, love your enemies; bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that despite- 
fully use you and persecute you.”{ If these tender and lovely 
virtues are to prevail, then war will cease to be, for they sap 
its very foundation. ‘They disarm us of weapons by destroy- 
ing our enmity; they suppress revenge by the exercise of 
compassion ; and they enjoin a blessing where the pride of 
man would pronounce a curse. 

That war is essentially opposed to Christianity, is evident 
enough ; nor can it ever be proved consistent, until this holy 
religion shallebe subverted, both in its character and aim. Did 
it sanction the dominion of the common but depraved passions 
of our nature; did its power exist but in a creed, and not in 
principles ; did it permit the violation of fundamental laws, to 
promote the purposes of a national expediency ; or, in a word, 
did it permit in nations what it condemns in men, then, indeed, 
there might be a congeniality between itself aud a reckless 





* Iga. 11: 6. Mic. 4:3. Tt Rom. 12: 20. t Matt. 5: 44. 
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prodigality of human life. Until then, however, the fact is 
obvious as the light of heaven, that war is opposed to Chris- 
tianity in all respects ;—to its purpose, its principles, its spirit, 
and its laws; and that there ever will remain an incompatibil- 
ity between the two, since the first principles of the one con- 
demn the earliest causes of the other. 

Expediency has ever attempted to set aside these laws from 
the conduct of nations, by pleading “ that exceptions to general 
laws must be admitted in the case of nations, or the public 
safety would be endangered.” ‘This has been used asa defence 
of war; because it is thought, that unless nations resort to its 
practice they could not be great or influential, and in some cases 
could not even be safe. But such an assumption is evidently 
erroneous, for the laws of Christianity admit of no exception in 
favor of any supposed necessity ; for there never can arise the 
necessity of doing wrong. ‘The laws of Heaven are of univer- 
sal force, enjoining obedience upon nations as well as upon indi- 
viduals ; and, since Christianity is the more full development 
of those Jaws by divine authority, it is rebellion against that 
authority to set aside its edicts upon the plea of any conceivable 
necessity, or of seeking national greatness or security. They 
are truly great who bow to the commands of God, and they 
are safe whom he protects ; but, if disobedience to his laws is 
supposed to be justified by the love of greatness, or the fear of 
danger, then we renounce our allegiance to the Great God, 
and, in effect, declare that it is an evil to obey his commands. 
Can a course so absurd be seriously maintained? Must a man 
be bound to obey, where a nation may disobey? Are com- 
munities exempt, where individuals are commanded? If they 
assert that nations are excepted by the laws of expediency, let 
them produce their authority for the exception. 

_ In the wars of the Jews, that people possessed this authorit 

in the special appointments of God, from whom in all their 
proceedings they received theircommission. In that dark and 
typical dispensation, the Most High exercised his undoubted 
prerogative in a remarkable manner, and punished ungodly 
nations by overwhe!ming calamities or by extirpating wars. 
That he possessed this prerogative, and the right to its exercise 
by such instruments as he saw fit to employ, must be admitted, 
€xcept we would disown his divine sovereignty ; but the exer- 
cise of this divine prerogative is no precedent for human con- 
duct apart from an express commission. He who gives life, 
certainly possesses the right to take it away ;-and, if he is 
Pleased, in accomplishing his purposes, to employ human 
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means in the shape of appointed wars, he does but make a 
selection of one class among many that are wholly at his dis- 
posal. But, because the Divine Being once appointed wars 
to accomplish his purposes, that man should deem himself at 
liberty to appoint and practise them too, is an assumption as 
unwarrantable as it is profane. Are God and man upon an 
equality? Does man resume his own when he takes away 
life? The disposal of life is the sole prerogative of God ; and 
human interference is not permitted, except by an express 
commission from above. ‘This commission was granted to the 
Jews, and this alone constituted the sanction of their wars, 
They were commanded to slay with the sword, and otherwise 
to punish the idolatrous nations around them: but it is remark- 
able, as a fact in their history, that in all their wars they were 
expected to seek counsel of the Lord, since he only could give 
them their commission. Without it, even their wars were not 
sanctioned ; so far from it, that they frequently produced their 
greatest distresses, and thus they were taught that God alone 
could dictate in the punishment of the world. 

The first dispensation was, in truth, a partial system of gov- 
ernment. of temporary duration, serving as an. illustration of 
the divine sovereignty, and was intended to curb the evils 
which a better system only could remove. ‘To cure the vices 
of the nations, it required a perfect code of laws, and a perfect 
rule of morals; but these it was reserved for Christianity to 
develop to the world. ‘To this, the former dispensation served 
but as an introduction ; and when Christianity appeared, then 
the partial system withdrew, having accomplished its purpose, 
leaving the government of the world to a new legislator, who, 
bringing life and immortality to light, promulyated new laws 
with more elevated principles of action. It involves a fallacy 
most serious, therefore, in national polity, to seek a sanction for 
war in the proceedings of that former dispensation ; because, on 
the one hand, we have not the same commission, and, on the 
other, we possess a better guide. War now is at variance with 
both dispensations ; for plainly it wants the commission of the 
one, and as plainly it possesses not the sanction of the other. 

To appeal to the old dispensation for rules of conduct in all 
respects, is virtually to abrogate Christianity, and to pronounce 
it: an insufficient guide in human affairs, than which nothing 
can be more preposterous and unjustifiable. Whatever was of 
permanent uulity in the first, is incorporated in the new econ- 
omy, and combines to form, in that connection, the only recog- 
nized guide to the world. But whatever is not thus incor- 
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porated or recognized, is of no authority either as a law or a 
precedent for present conduct. The moral law, which was 
the basis of the first dispensation, is fulfilled and enforced in 
the economy of the gospel ; but the mass of the Mosaic insti- 
tutions, many of which being typical, were, with the proceed- 
ings of the Jews in their national affairs, abrogated by the 
coming of Christ, as not congenial with his better and more 
perfect institutes. Among the enactments thus rejected, will 
be found those which sanctioned retaliation in case of offences ; 
and it is very singular, that the advocates of war should plead 
in their defence a principle which, though introduced by Moses, 
has been specially repealed by Christ. Retaliation, which is 
one of the admitted grounds of defensive war, was thus sanc- 
tioned by Moses. ‘And thine eye shall not pity; but life 
shall go for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot.”* ‘The conduct thus sanctioned, is precisely that 
which, prior to the dictates of Christ, appeared just and equal ; 
and the principle on which it is based, assuming the name of 
natural justice, is strongly affirmed to be necessary in the gov- 
ernment of states. Montesquieu, that admitted master of law, 
argues thus: “In the case of natural defence | have a right to 
kill, because my life is, in respect to me, what the life of my 
antagonist is to him. In the same manner a state wages war, 
because its preservation is equally just with that of any other 
state.”+ Similar arguments are urged by Paley in his Political 
Philosophy, and by Woolaston in his Religion of Nature; and 
it is very observable how exceedingly uniform are deistical 
and semi-christian conclusions on this subject ; for the man that 
despises, and he who simply neglects, the Christian system, 
alike proceed to the same result. 

In the above quotations, the French author and the precepts 
of Moses appear to agree; but to Christian nations neither is 
an authority, since the retaliating principle is repealed by one 
greater than both. ‘“ But I say unto you, that ye resist not 
evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.”{ If the principle of natural justice 
only is an admitted guide, then war may be met by war, and 
the weapons of fierce defence may decorate the persons of 
Christian combatants ; but, if the authority of Christ is to pre- 
vail, if the laws of the new economy are to regulate men, then 
the bloody weapon must repose in its scabbard, and nations 
for ever forget the art of war. 


ee 
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* Deut. 19: 91. + Vol. I, Bk. 10, C.2 $ Mat. 5: 39. 
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CHRIST’S INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING THE TWO SWORDS. 


We noticed long ago the work of Prof. Ripley on the Gospels, but 
had no space for extracts on the vexed passages (Matt. 26: 52—54, 
Luke 22: 33—38, 49—51.) relating to the use of deadly weapons in 
defence of himself and his disciples. Our author’s remarks are the 
best we have ever seen on the subject, and elucidate in few words 
what we conceive to be the real meaning of our Saviour. 


“ He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. Severe 
calamities and trials awaited them in his service; and it became them 
to be making calculations to meet much hardship and ill-treatment, 
They ought to prepare themselves to meet with distresses, just as a 
man going on a journey, ought to provide himself with a purse, and 
with provisions, and just asa man, expecting to go among deadly foes, 
would procure himself a weapon of detence. They ought to be armed 
at all points; for dangers were now about to thicken around them. 
‘You are going to encounter enemies; difficulties will attend every 
step of your progress, and you must be prepared accordingly. Make 
all necessary preparations,—become thoroughly prepared, prepared 
to encounter enemies: not, literally, buy a sword; but, as a man armed 
with a sword is prepared to encounter enemies, so be you prepared to 
encounter enemies.—The troubles whieh would mark their future 
course, were now about to begin; and they ought to be arming them- 
selves for the conflict. The language is figurative, &c. 

38 v. Here aretwo swords. ‘The disciples did not understand Jesus; 
they thought he was speaking of real swords. Possibly they were in so 
agitated a state of mind as scarcely to consider what he meant; and 
they hastily replied, that they had among them two swords. But after 
all the instructions they had received from him,and their knowing how 
uniformly mild and peaceable was his character, and how abundant 
was his use of figurative language, they ought, it would seem, to have 
instantly perceived that he did not advise them to purchase a sword, 
literally speaking. It is enough. This was an expression used among 
the Hebrews,—when a person wished to show disapprobation. Itis 
as if Jesus had said, Vo more on this subject ; cease. ‘The same phrase 
in reality occurs in Deut. 3: 26, (Let it suffice thee; speak no more, 
&c.) where its meaning is obvious.—Shall we smite? &c. They 
recollected probably, but wholly misapprehended what Jesus had 
said in v. 36.—Su/ffer ye thus far. Our Lord conveyed a strong rebuke 
to Peter who had violently used the sword. His language might be 
thus expressed: Desist ye; thus far is already too much,—proceed no 
Surther with the sword ; put it up. 





How War secins.—‘It is very like the quarrels of children. I 
recollect well when the great boys used to set the little ones to 
fighting, that they might enjoy the fun. It was necessary only to 
put a chip on one boy’s head, and dare the other to knock it off. No 
sooner said than done. Off goes the chip, and down comes the 
blow ; and now the little heroes maul each other, and pull hair, to 
the great deliglt of mischief-loving spectators.’ 
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WAR ITEMS. 


Waar 1s GAINED BY War.—The war in Algiers is still waged be- 
tween the Arabs and the French; and it isa barbarous and sanguin- 
ary war. Marshal Vallee informs bis government in some of his late 
despatches, that “all the Kabyles who attempted to oppose his 
march were slain, their wives and children made prisoners, their 
crops utterly destroyed, their houses burned to the ground, and all 
their cattle driven away or butchered on the spot;” leaving the 
country through which they passed, a sterile wilderness! And this 
is the boasted civilized system of warfare in the nineteenth century. 
On the other hand, it is estimated that the French have already lost 
ten thousand valuable troops in their war with the Arabs in the 
vicinity of Algiers. They have also expended an almost countless 
amount of treasure; and all without any beneficial result. The 
enemy is’ more exasperated, and as powerful and aunoying as 
ever. 

War raged in Europe almost without intermission from the year 
1790 to the downfall of Napoleon in 1815. The sacrifice of human 
life was consequently immense ; and tracts of country of miles in 
extent, were literally inundated with the blood of the slain. These 
wars increased the public debt of Great Britain to the enormous 
sum of £800,000,000, and of Austria to nearly 2,000,000,000 florins. 
Whole countries were desolated and ruined; indeed, a volume would 
hardly contain the description of the physical sufferings and the 
moral debasement occasioned by these wars. 

All these evils originated in a wish to gratify a morbid ambition, 
or to revenge some supposed injury or insult to those whose duty it 
was rather to protect than destroy and oppress the great body of the 
people. War is the appropriate game for royalty; for kings and 
rulers are almost always the only party benefited. A /ree people 
should never cherish a “ war spirit,” but avoid a war with any power, 
civilized or uncivilized, as the greatest of misfortunes. 

lf man were only to use bis reason, if he would only allow his 
benevolent feelings to have full play, be would never stamp his foot 
on the life of a single fellow-creature,—he would never be the volun- 
tary instrument in cutting short the existence of a brother. And if 
this be the proper view of the sudden destruction of human life in 
the case of one individual; what shall we say with reference to the 
sudden destruction of thousands and tens of thousands of human 
beings in a few hours, on the field of battle? And what man, who 
has a spark of philanthropy in his bosom, can approve of measures 
which must naturally lead to such a result? 


Buryine tae Deap at Saramanca.—“I was present,” says a 
British officer, “at a ceremony after the battle of Salamanca in 1812, 
of which no account ever appeared in the Gazette. It was the cere- 
mony of burying the dead. The trapping of ‘the brave’ had afforded 
arich harvest for those followers of slaughter who come with the 
vulture to these fields of the slain. Standing near a huge pit, hastily 
excavated by the pioneers, I watched the frequent vehicles as they 
ejected their loads of mortality into the promiscuous sepulchre. 
The young and the old, the proud and the humble, the fair-skinned 
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Briton, the olive-tinted Gaul, the browner sons of Tajo and the Po, 
the athletic spearman of the Vistula, here met, and mingled in the 
crowded precincts of an unconsecrated tabernacle.” 


Expense or Honors pain To Warriors.—While you can get from 
the mass of men scarce a farthing for peace, it is surprising to see with 
what alacrity they will lavish their thousands and even their millions, 
not only in the prosecution of war, but in honor of the wholesale 
butchers of mankind, and call it good sense, patriotism, glory! Just 
look at two notable cases of recent occurrence. Wellington’s success 
in the work of human butchery was rewarded with $5,000,000 for six 
years’ services; and the French nation have just been spending in 
posthumous honors to Napoleon, the very man who is supposed to 
have destroyed three millions of her sons, a sum probably still greater 
in money, and time, and suspension of business. Some idea may 
be gathered from the fact that barely the pall which covered the 
sarcophagus containing his remains, cost 25,000 francs, and no less 
than 600,000 were to be given for his monument. 

Here is the way to make warriors. Deify these wholesale mur- 
derers, these blood-leeches of the world; bestow upon them honors 
such as neither poetry nor eloquence, neither genius, taste, nor 
learning, neither wisdom, patriotism, nor piety can secure; and you 
teach future aspirants after glory to seek it mainly, if not solely in 
the bloody path of war. And this is just what the world has ever 
done, aud what Christendom itself is doing at this moment. 


PuntisHMENT IN THE Navy.—We learn from the Philadelphia 
World, that a young man, a marine, attached to the Navy Yard, 
stayed out of the Yard, a short time since, with his wife, during the 
night, contrary to the rules of the service. He returned to his duty 
in the morning; but although this was his first offence, he was pun- 
ished by order of the officer on duty, with eight lashes on his bare 
back with the cat. 

Nor is this a solitary or very severe case. Most officers would 
have inflicted five times as many lashes; and inflictions the most 
severe for offences so trivial as scarcely to deserve reprimand or 
even notice, are common in all fleets and armies. To such 
treatment, without protection or remedy, is every one liable who 
sells himself to the cruel, remorseless trade of human butchery for 
a livelihood. 


Ratio or Soxrprers to Porutation.—The standing armies of 
Europe bear a proportion to the population of their respective 
kingdoms and states as follows: 





pO eee 1 soldier to every 140 | Poland, ...........1 soldier to every 60 
France, .o++seccees 1 © © © Jie) Witeeher css) % .%. 4-8 
Austria, eeeeeeeeees l 6¢ é¢ 66 100 Sweden, ewenebroren e¢ se 66 53 
Russia, Peco roeeees 1 6 66 6s 90 Denmark, eeeeereves l 66 bh 66 57 
Bavaria, .........- 1 Ss 6 69] The Roman States,1 “* “ ‘* 300 
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It may be well to add, that the proportion of the United States 
army to its population is 1 to 1600, 

In China, according to the latest and most accurate accounts, the 
population exceeds 360,000,000, and the army is rated at 700,000, 
making a ratio of | soldier to eyery 514 persons. 
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British Leaion in Spatn.—In a recent discussion in the House of 
Commons it was stated, that of 14,000 men sent to Spain, composing 
the legion, only 5,100 had returned home; such had been the suffer- 
ings of these deluded men by privations, fever, and the sword. The 
arrears due to the legion from the Spanish government are stated at 
£200,000; some of the officers have had no pay since June, 1836, 
and are obliged to follow menial employments to procure their daily 
bread. The misery which this expedition has inflicted on thousands 
of their countrymen surely will be a warning to Britain never again 
to waste human life in political interference in the affairs of Spain 


and Portugal. 





LINES ON THE DEATH OF WILLIAM LADD, 
THE APOSTLE OF PEACE, AND FATHER OF THE AM. PEACE SOCIETY. 


BY D. PLUMBE. 


‘Our father and leader, the founder of our Society, and the champion of our cause, 
the apostle and martyr of peace, has gone to his final reward.”—EZwlogy on Wa. Lapp. 


I. 


*T 1s not of kings or warriors renowned, 
Whose deeds are writ in blood on time’s old page; 
Nor yet of him whom classic wreaths have crowned, 
Whose name has rung with plaudits round the age; 
Poets, heroes, scholars, the circle round ; 
Not these call forth my thoughts, my pen engage: 
Tis not their fame I fain would now rehearse— 
To Lapp I consecrate my humble verse. 


II. 


I sing of him, the friend of sacred peace, 
Whom death has smitten with relentless stroke, 
And bid his generous heart its throbbings cease, 
To beat no more till from his slumbers woke 
By Gabriel’s mighty tramp, which shall release 
The captives of the grave, and death revoke: 
Yet shall the faithful page his fame prolong, 
And poets sing his praise in deathiess song. 


IIl. 


Moulded by nature to the law of love, 
His pulse beat warmly in its noble shrine; 
Bat when by inspiration from above, 
His spirit quickened into love divine, 
"Twas then he felt his heart’s deep fountain move, 
As on time’s sercll he traced each bloody line, 
And marked the gory track of direful War, 
And saw vast millions crushed beneath his car. 


IV. 


The all-devouring sword he fain would sheath, 
And teach a jarring world the art of peacdi 
When learning war no more, each man beneath 
His garden vine sheuld find a sweet release 
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From clashing arms, fierce foes, and murderous death; 
Aud see the waves of strife at length surcease, 

And love’s bright banners every where unfurled, 

Jo triumph waving o’er a quiet world. 


V. 


In prompt obedience to his Saviour’s call, 
To consummate this work, he freely gave 
His pen, his purse, his time, his life, his all; 
And chose instead thereof a martyr’s grave. 
A martyr’s grave! ah, who would shrink to fall 
In such a cause? It were divinely brave, 
To wage a bloodless war, and life expend, 
In bringing all earth’s strife to final end. 


vi. 


At first, with few to cheer him on his way, 
His noiseless effort won but small applause; 
But Trutu, unheeded and despised to-day, 
By Heaven's impartial and eternal laws, 
Is destined soon to triamph, and display 
Its glories. Thus Ladd his favorite cause, 
At length beheld in majesty extend 
From Minot’s* vales to Europe’s farthest end. 


. 
vit. 


What independent state or crowned head, 
Through all the bounds of civilized men, 
Has not the words of our apostle read, 
Aud felt the potence of his ready pen? 
And though he slambers with the silent dead, 
Yt lives his name, and still shall live, e’en when 
The hero’s fame has fled the peaceful earth, 
And vanished with the deeds that gave it birth. 


Vil. 


Nor was his love capricious in its kind, 
Moved by a single form of human ill, 
But free as air, and ever unconfined, 
Its only measure was the Saviour’s will; 
Hence, while he strove in bonds of peace to bind 
The hostile nations, unexhausted still, 
He mourned the millions by intemperance slain, 
And sighed to burst the bondman’s galling chain. 


Ix. 


Rest, then, thou servant of the Prince of Peace, 
Humanity shall mourn thy fall with tears; 

Yet shall the glory of thy work increase, 
And flourish with the ever-roHing years; 

Till o’er the land, and o’er the distant seas, 
Flashing his light, the Sun of Peace appears,— 

Appears fulp orbed, to set in blood no more, 

And pours his brightness to the farthest shore. 





* The place of Mr, Ladd’s residence. 








1841.] Our own Operations. 59 


ON THE SAME.* 


Farewell, holy man! gone home to thy rest; 
While o'er thee each friend of humauity weeps, 
And the children of grief thy philanthropy blest, 
Bend in sadness around, where the peacemaker sleeps. 


No more can the Jonely and desolate heart 

Be cheered by thy counsels, thy prayers and thine alms; 
When storms lash the ocean, and hv pe must depart, 

Thy presence no longer the mariner calms. 


Thou art gone where the widow has ceased to mourn,— 
Where the outcast and orphan bright mansions have found, 
Where the sword and hel:net no longer are worn, 
An the note of the war-trumpet never can sound. 


But the harps of the ransomed are heard in its stead, 
And lips that are holy shall teach thee to bear 
Thy part in the song of the g'orified dead, 
While seraphim silent the melody hear. 


Now thou canst commune with the prophets of old, 

With the martyrs who feared not the sword or the flame; 
Yea, that numberless throng thou’lt for ever behold, 

On whom the Redeemer has written his name. 


Thou hast seen the sweet spirit, whose earthly career 
Was finished at Ava,t mid sufferings unknown; 
Whose labors of love, while she tenanted here, 
Were a text-bouok to thee, and a guide to thine own. 


Shall we sorrow for thee, whose bliss is complete? 
Or weep that the promised possession is given? 
For thy mission of peace, the reward that is meet, 

An inheritance large io the kingdom of heaven. 


But we lock at our loss, and mourn for thee still, 
In grief that is hallowed and sacred to love; 
Nor dried be the tear of remembrance till 
We meet in the home of the ransomed above. J. M. P. 





OUR OWN OPERATIONS. 


We have departed in some degree from the course usually pursued 
by kindred societies, in saying very little about our own movements. 
We have kept our readers apprized of our general operations, and 
occasionally reported the labors of our co-workers in other countries ; 
but we have seldom given in detail what the servants of our cause 
at home have been doing. We have dealt less in narrative than in 
argument, and have been less anxious to inform our readers what 
We ourselves were doing, than to show them what ought to be done 
by all the friends of God and man for the promotion of our cause. 








ie These lines, from a lady unknown to us, we should have inserted in our last, had 
€y not been mislaid. Tt Mrs. Ann H. Judson. 
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We fear we have been more modest than wise. So felt our late 
President, and often urged us to publish more of our own doings, 
We felt the wisdom of his advice, the result of Jong and careful ob- 
servation, and designed to follow it; but, as such details usually come 
last, and as the editor’s frequent absence obliges him to prepare at 
once the matter for a whole number, the printer is often compelled 
to exclude no small part of what we were most desirous to have him 
insert. We can think of no way to remedy the mistake except by 
giving an earlier place to our own proceedings ; a course which we 
now commence, and shall probably continue, as due alike to the 
public, to our patrons and our Cause. 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORTS OF AGENTS. 

Our Executive Committee have requested from every agent in our 
service a monthly or quarterly report of what he has done in the 
cause ; and from these reports we shall give occasional extracts, not 
to exhibit the agent himself, but to illustrate the progress of our 
cause among the people. 


FURTHER PARTICULARS OF REV. MR. MORTON’S AGENCY AT THE WEST, 


Eccuesiasticat Actio® on Peacr.—I attended a meeting of the 
Monroe Presbytery in Tecumseh, on the seventh and eighth of April, 
and presented the subject of Peace. Some resolutions were intro- 
duced condemning the custom of war as barbarous and unchristian ; 
recommending the equitable and peaceful principles of the gospel, 
as the only proper rule of national intercourse ; and affirming that 
Christianity, not war, is destined to reform the world. 

Though there was great harmony of feeling and union of sentiment, 
yet an animated and interesting discussion followed. An elder con- 
tended that while he assented fully to the sentiments advanced, he 
thought it improper for the Presbytery to take any action on the 
subject. It was the prerogative of the general government to make 
peace and war; and for an ecclesiastical body to pass resolutions 
respecting them, was, in his opinion, stepping out of their place, and 
calculated to unite church and state. 

In reply it was said, that it is the bounden duty of the church in 
her primary assemblies, and by delegation, to express her views 
freely and fully on great moral questions of general interest. This 
she has done for a long time, and there was no approximation toward 
a union of church and state. The church is the light of the world, 
and she cannot be innocent, if she hold her peace respecting moral 
subjects of immense and permanent importance. The elder’s argu- 
ment was speedily disposed of; and he with his brethren seemed to 
possess the spirit of peace. The resolutions were at length passed 
without a dissenting voice, and have since by order of the Presbytery 
been published in the N. Y. Observer and N. Y. Evangelist. This 
gleam of light from the West may guide aright some wanderer. 

Would it not be well for ecclesiastical bodies more frequently to 
discuss great moral topics, and publicly to express their views? This 
would help to form a correct moral sentiment, and be one important 
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means of hastening the era of universal peace. No reasonable man 
expects that it will break forth upon the world by a miracle. 


Way some PERSONS DESIRE War.—When passing in the railroad 
ears from Adrian, Mich., to Toledo, Ohio, I had considerable con- 
versation with a gentleman of the legal profession from Detroit. I 
told him I thought of visiting his city to lecture on the subject of 
peace. He expressed no wish to have the subject presented, and 
said that a number of people there were in favor of a war with 
England. Undoubtedly he was one of them. IL asked him why they 
wished for war. He said it would give a spring to business, make 
money plenty, give the farmer an immediate market for his surplus 
produce; and, moreover, in case of war, the general government 
would make an appropriation for the defence of Detroit. This 
would bring money and business into the city, and make things 
lively. Possibly in view of such a contingency the gentleman ex- 
pected some lucrative commission. 

Sir, said I, your city is very much exposed, and in the vicissitudes 
of war, it may be destroyed. He answered, “ We'll take care about 
that.” And is it possible, thought I, that any, especially gentlemen 
of information and cultivated minds, can be willing to have their 
country involved in all the calamities of war, that in a given district 
money may be plenty, that a few more individuals may have access 
to the nation’s purse, or in the dubious prospect of building up some 
village or city. Prop Paedor ! 


Visit to Derroit.—I was in Detroit when the news of the Presi- 
dent’s death arrived. Immediately the State Legislature adjourned, 
the stores in the city were closed, and the bells were rung and tolled 
about two hours. It was indeed asolemn time. There seemed to be 
deep regret and mourning, in all circles, and among all parties. A 
cloud of darkness passed over my own mind. Though our late chief 
had been a warrior, yet he was ob that account the better qualified 
to appreciate the evils of war, and the blessings of peace ; and there 
was good reason to expect that the policy of his administration would 
be pacific. But what would be the consequences of this sudden and 
awful visitation of Providence, it was impossible to foresee. 

Sabbath morning I preached in the Methodist church. There was 
a pleasant congregation, and a most cordial response to the message 
of peace. In the afternoon, I preached in the Presbyterian church. 
There was a large and interesting assembly, a portion of the Legis- 
lature were present; and, to say the least, the attention was good. 
Some thoughts respecting the intercourse of nations, and the efforts 
of the friends of peace, were doubtless novel to many; but not, I 
believe, on that account, unwelcome. Sabbath evening I had an - 
pointment to lecture in the Baptist church; but sickness prevented. 

I was introduced to the governor of the State, as an agent of the 
A. P.S, He very pleasantly said, “If you can keep the community 
peaceful, we shall be glad of it; for it is more than we can do.” 

he governor did not mean to speak religiously; but is it true, that 
the peaceful principles of the gospel do far mofe to keep the world 
quiet, than all the wisdom of man and human legislation? Great 
effects follow from little causes; and this visit of peace at Detroit, 
When the Legislature were in session, may result in good. 
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Visit To AmMuerstBurRGH, U. C.—A Soxrprer’s Concession.—Re- 
turning from Detroit to Monroe, the steamboat stopped at Amherst- 
burgh, U. C. to take in wood. Adjoining the village is Fort Malden, 
a strong place, where about 700 British soldiers are stationed. About 
one fourth of a mile westward, on an island, are also some fortifica- 
tiuns. So that our British neighbors, however good natured they 
may be, stand ready to fight. During our short stay, I went among 
some British officers and soldiers. I told them I was an American, 
a peace man; that I said to the people on our side (pointing west- 
ward) that we ought to cherish friendly feelings towards them and 
all men; that we should no more kill each other; that wars and 
fightings ought to cease, and peace universally prevail. With sword 
and bayonet in hand, these men seemed kind and very good natured ; 
and in reply to my short message of peace, they said, “ undoubtedly, 
that is the best way.” At my departure, they politely bowed. How 
barbarous, thought I, it must be to stab and slaughter these men, 
who, though soldiers, would be glad to live in peace. “ Undoubt- 
edly tliat is the best way.” So thought these British soldiers; and so 
it would seem every man, not lost to every sentiment of religion and 
humanity, must think, who knows any thing of the blessings of peace, 
or of the woes and horrors of war. 


Peace Banners.—Since visiting those British friends, and such I 
am willing to call them, the thought has occurred to me, whether it 
would not be well for the Peace Society to have a banner, and on 
some occasions to display it. On one side, let there be a Bible, and 
beneath it written part of the angels’ song at the birth of Christ, 
Peace on earth, good-will to men. On the other side, let there be a 
dove with an olive twig in her mouth, and beneath, the inscription, 
Peace with all ; undoubtedly that is the best way. 


Peace Armies.—We read in our periodical journals of cold water 
armies. I hope it will not be long before we shall hear and read of 
peace armies. Such are the armies of heaven. Such there are, or 
will be, on earth. Do we not see the host gathering ia a thousand 
schools? Let all truly enlist under the banner of the Prince of peace, 
with enlightened views of the spirit, laws and orders of his king- 
dom; and itis done. Earth’s population would be one great com- 
monwealth and brotherhood of love, and hold a jubilee of peace to 
the end of time. 


Lasors 1n Returnine.—May 9th,I spent the Sabbath in Pittsford, 
N. Y., a pleasant town and village, and in the afternoon and evening, 
I pleaded the cause of peace. ‘The congregation was large, and the 
attention encouraging. Probably not a few sympathised with the 
pastor, whosaid that he should think more, and pray more respecting 
the peace of the world. In this place there had recently been 4 
revival of religion, and on the Sabbath previous to our arrival, fifty 
persons were received into the Presbyterian church. 

On board the steamers in lake Erie, we had religious services at 
the table, and evening prayers. In each case liberty was asked of 
the captain, and consent freely granted. The services were short, 
but respectfully attended on. In one instance, we had about seventy 
persons at evening prayers, In journeying hundreds of miles in 
steamer and packet, I do not recollect that I heard profane language- 
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Time and steam bear me on rapidly. Went in car and steamer 300 
miles in 24 hours. Returned by way of Albany, New York, New Ha- 
ven, Hartford, and Springfield. In the latter place, observed the day 
of the national fast. The Rev. Dr. Osgood, whose meeting ! attended, 
preached in the morning an interesting and appropriate disCOUrse. 
In the afternoon, by invitation, I preached on the subject o, MY 
agency. The assembly was large ; some from other Christian soc.‘* 
eties were present. ‘The cause of peace is regarded with much favor 
in Springfield. Spent the following Sabbath in Enfield. Here the 
message of peace was welcome; and a respectable collection taken 
in aid of the cause. In most places where the subject has been pre- 
sented, collections have been received, and seme of our publications 
circulated. On Monday, I returned home, and found my family in 
health. 

Thus in my recent tour I have been enabled to deliver a message 
of peace in five different States, including this; and after an absence 
of eight months, and a journey of 2500 miles, going and returning, 
have returned to my home in peace. The subject of peace has been 
introduced in nearly all circles; and it is merely an act of justice to 
the places and strangers visited, to say that I have been al ways treated 
kindly. Certainly I have great occasion for gratitude to my heavenly 
Guide and Benefactor. 





LABORS OF OUR SECRETARY FOR TWO MONTHS, 


My account of what I have attempted for our cause since our late 
anniversary till now (July 31st), must be very brief, and contain little 
beyond the names of the places I have visited during these two 
months. 

On the Sabbath succeeding our anniversary, I went to Foxborough 
in the morning, to Mansfield in the afternoon, and thence to Norton 
for a joint lecture before the different religious societies in town. 
The Orthodox minister, a friend of ovir cause, was absent; but the 
Rev. Mr. Tilden, in whose church the service was held, made the 
best arrangement in his power, to introduce our cause before the 
people. As soon as I recovered sufficiently from the labors of the 
Sabbath, I went among the people of Norton and obtained seventeen 
subscribers for our periodical. These labors [ continued until the 
hour appointed for a joint lecture in Mansfield called me, on Tues- 
day evening, to that place again, just in time for the service ; and the 
next day I went through the town, as I had done through Norton, 
and prepared the way for the circulation of sixteen Advocates. At 
the close of these services, I hurried, on Wednesday evening, to 
lecture in Foxborough again; and the next day I went around under 
the guidance of a venerable deacon, once a pioneer in kindred en- 
terprises, and obtained $30 from as many subscribers for our peri- 
odical. I had on this, as on the preceding day, scarcely time to take 
any refreshment, before an appointment at Sharon hurried me away 
to deliver a lecture before members of the Baptist and Congrega- 
tional societies in that place. The next day (Friday) I passed through 
different sections of the towa, and obtained more than twenty sub- 


rwaeiesea, and on Saturday morning, I started before sunrise for my 
ome. 
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I might go into details much more minutely; but this brief sketch 
of one week’s labors, aside from the writing | bad to do for the So- 
ciety, may serve as a specimen, somewhat strong, yet pretty fair, of 
what I am now doing, and have been for years doing for the cause, 
I generally exhaust myself on the Sabbath; and, after an almost in- 
cessant stream of talk with all sorts of people through the week, I 
reach its close in most cases weary and worn, yet so strong that] 
have failed hardly once in a year of being able to preach with some 
degree of ease and energy. I found in the four places I visited the 
first week after our anniversary, many proofs, both from ministers 
and people, of kind regard to our cause; and my heart prompts me, 
if time and space would allow, to mention names, and relate events, 
and conversations, and efforts, highly creditable for the most part to 
the persons concerned. In all the four places I received $70,50, 
besides $12 subscribed, but not paid; a degree of success greater 
than usual, but not much more than might be expected by a man of 
the right stamp devoting himself constantly and exclusively to this 
business. 

The next Sabbath I was thrown out of the arrangement on which 
I had relied; and barely went some ten miles for a joint third service 
in Sherburne. The Sabbath following, I visited Northborough, A. M. 
and Southborough in the afternoon and evening. The next, I went 
to North Weymouth, Weymouth Landing and East Abington; the 
next, to West Medway, Franklin and Medway Village; the next, to 
Pepperell and Hollis, N. H.; the next, to New Ipswich, N.H., Ashby 
and Townsend; the next, to Fitghburg and Leominster ; and the last 
I spent in Grafton, and the two Congregational churches in Millbury. 

Concerning my visit to all these places, I might give details very 
like those of my first week’s labors; but I must forbear for the 
present, though with the hope of being able hereafter to select from 
some of the places a few facts of too much interest and value to be 
lost. Ihave perhaps said enough to satisfy the Committee, that I 
have not been very idle, or altogether unsuccessful in their service ; 
and that the public mind is generally ripe through New England, if 
not all over the country, for the right sort of efforts in this cause. 
The harvest truly is great, and the fields ready and waiting for the 
sickle; but where shall we find laborers, such as we need—men 
willing to run the risk of laboring for nothing,and feeding themselves ? 





ITEMS FROM EXPERIENCE, 


WHAT AN EXCUSE FOR NOT READING ON Peace!—We wish, says 
our agent, to enlighten the public mind on the subject mainly through 
the press ; and, for this purpose, we hope you will, as a friend of the 
cause, at Jeast take our periodical, and see that it is well read by your 
family and your neighbors. ; 

“lama friend of peace, Sir, much as any body; but my mind is 
already so well established on the subject, that I don’t need to read 
about it any more.” 

Then you are just the man to take the Advocate, and not only read 
it yourself, but get others to do so too. 
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“All the reading in the world would not alter my views. I made up 
my mind long ago; and, if I were to read ever so much, it would not 
set me any more against war, or make me more of a peace man than 
fam now, and have been for years.” 

Are you not a Christian ? 

« T hope so.” 

A believer in the Bible, and well established in all its doctrines ? 

“Yes; and what of that ?” 

Why then should you read your Bible any more ? 

“To familiarize its truths still more, increase their influence over 
myself, and enable me to bring others more fully under their sway.” 

The very reasons why you should read on peace; but if you need 
not read on peace because already established in your views about it, 
why should you, if equally settled on the great points of Christianity, 
read any more about them? You believe the principles of peace, 
and therefore need not read about them; you believe the principles 
of the Bible, and therefore need not read the Bible any more. 

“Q, that is a different affair.” 

So it is; but the reasoning is the same in both cases. If good or 
bad in one case, it is equally so in the other. 


A QUEER PLEA; or the practical inconsistency of a Christian’s being a 
soldier.—l1 have met with many strange excuses for refusing to aid 
the cause of peace, or even to inquire intothe subject; but none have 
seemed to me more glaringly inconsistent than what some Christians 
urge, ‘they are members of a military company, and can do nothing 
for the cause, or even listen to its claims, until they get clear from 
doing military duty. They must train; they are perhaps officers in 
some company or regiment; they cannot, just now, escape from the 
service; and, while thus connected with the war-system, they doubt 
whether it would be consistent for them to take and read a work like 
our periodical.’ 

Here, then, are professed Christians engaged in a business which 
does not allow them, without inconsistency and self-reproach, to 
assist a cause confessedly good, or even to inform themselves on the 
subject! They must remain ignorant, as the only way of pacify ing 
theirconsciences! If they hear or read, they secretly fear they shal 
find their principles and practice alike inconsistent with the gospel ; 
and so “they will not come tothe light, lest their deeds should be 
reproved.” 

What shall we think of such men ? Shall we call them Christians ? 
That man a Christian, a disciple of the Prince of peace, who shuts 
his eyes against truth on such a subject, and persists in a course 
Which he dares not examine in the light of the gospel ? 


How To use THE ApvocaTE.—The community are so flooded with 
all sorts of publications, bad as well as good, that a periodical requiring 
in the reader so much thought as ours, is extremely liable to be 
neglected for others of little worth, if not decidedly injurious. Yet 
it may be used in such a way as to awaken interest in minds hitherto 
= on the subject, and make thorough, active, efficient peace 

en. 

I found the other day an example of the right sort in N. J. He is 
4 pedlar; and, being for the night at the house of a man deeply in- 
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terested in the cause of peace, he was furnished with our periodical, 
then called the Calumet, by an old gentleman who had taken it from 
the first. He took some numbers with him ; and, after perusing them 
carefully, and spending another night with our old friend, he became 
a decided peace-man. He has ever since taken our periodical him- 
self, and made an effective use of it by carrying it with him in his 
excursions. He keeps nearly all its numbers loaned out to individuals 
whom he has on his different routes roused to inquiry on the subject, 
Here is the right sort of a peace-man; one that will do something 
for the cause; not a man that is for ever assuring you, ‘ he isas much 
a friend of peace as any body; but—but—but what? Why, he is 
so great a friend to the cause, that he can’t for the life of him, do any 
thing for it. Here is a man ready to work every where, and at all 
times, for the cause. He talks about it, and sets men to thinking 
and reading upon it. He makes it his own business, and seems ag 
determined to diffuse the principles of peace, as to sell the wares by 
which he earns his livelihood. Such a man is worth a score of or- 
dinary friends. He is pretty sure to become a strong peace-man, a 
tee-totaller, an advocate for abstinence from all war, as contrary to 
the gospel. [ doubt whether any man can take such hold of the 
subject, without reaching, sooner or later, the conclusion, that the 
gospel condemns all war as inconsistent with its spirit and principles, 
his, too, is the way to use publications on peace. I doubt whether 
the mass of our subscribers do with their Advocate atenth, if a fiftieth 
part of the good that this friend does with his. If all our subscribers 
and professed friends would da as much, according to their opportu- 
nity and ability, we should soon move the community to some pur- 
pose. No cause like this will go any faster than we push it; and our 
friends should all put their shoulders to the wheel, and then cry for 
Hercules. 





IMPORTANT PEACE MOVEMENT. 


It is well known to many of our readers that the distinguished 
philanthropist, Joserpu Sruree, of England, has recently visited this 
country. Previous to his return, a meeting of some of the friends of 
peace was called at his suggestion, to confer with him, and hear any 
propositions he might have to make. 

A number of gentlemen accordingly met, and Amasa Walker, Esq. 
was chosen Chairman, and J. P. Blanchard, Secretary. Rev. A. A. 
Phelps introduced Mr. Sturge to the meeting. 

Mr. Sturge expressed his gratification at being able to communi- 
cate with the friends of peace before his departure for England, and 
stated that it was the desire of some of the friends of the cause there, 
that a general convention of the friends of peace might be holden at 
some future time, for the purpose of deciding upon the best measures 
for the promotion of universal peace among the nations of the earth. 
He also laid before the meeting a suggestion of Judge Jay respecting 
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the incorporation of a pacific clause in future commercial treaties. 
The meeting was then addressed by Messrs. J. P. Blanchard, Al- 
den Bradford, G. C. Beckwith, A. A. Phelps, E. M. P. Wells, Brad- 
ford Sumner, S. E. Coues, and Robert Rantoul, Esq. 

The following resolutions, submitted by Rev. Mr. Torrey, were 
adopted,and copies of them furnished Mr. Sturge before his departure. 


Resolved, That this meeting receive with great pleasure the suggestion by our friend 
Joseph Sturge of England, of a general conference of the friends of peace from different 
countries, at the earliest practicable opportunity at London, to consult on the measures 
which are best adapted to promote universal peace among the nations of the earth ; and 
they respectfully refer the subject to the Executive Committee of thé American Peace 
Society for their decision, or correspondence and consultation with the friends of the 
cause in this, and other countries, 

Resolved, That the suggestion, by Judge Jay, of the insertion of a clause in all com- 
mercial treaties between nations, mutually binding the parties to submit all interna- 
tional disputes, during the continuance of such treaties, to the arbitration of some one 
or more friendly Powers, presents a definite and practicable object of effort, worthy of 
the serious attention of the friends of peace ; and this meeting recommend to the friends 
of the cause in different countries, to petition their representative governments in favor 
of the measure. 

Resolved, ‘That this meeting present their thanks to Joseph Sturge for his communi- 
cation, and express their concurrence in the views presented by him, and their wishes 
for his safe arrival in England, and interview with the friends of peace there. 


The meeting was then dissolved. 





CONGRESS OF NATIONS. 


Tae SuBsEcT STILL BEFORE Coneress.—The numerous and highly 
respectable petitions which brought this subject before our National 
Legislature, for the second and third time, still keep it there for 
future action. It cannot be brought forward at the Extra Session; 
but we are glad to learn, that it will doubtless receive attention at 
the next regular session. We expect neither the report nor the dis- 
cussion in Congress to be immediately favorable in all respects to 
our plan; but it has already met with a degree of favor so much 
beyond the common fate of such enterprises at their outset, that our 
friends ought to take courage, and renew their zeal. 


ACTION OF THE NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 


J. L. O’Sullivan, a member of the Assembly from the City of New 
York, offered the following resolves, which were ordered to be 
printed, and laid on the table. What further action, if any, was had 
on the subject, we have not learned. 


Resolved, That War for any other purpose, or carried to any further 
extent, than the simple repulsion of actual foreign invasion or armed 
attack, is alike hostile and hateful to the spirit of Christianity, the 
genius of democratic liberty, and every the highest interest, in- 
dividually and collectively, of men, of nations, and of the human race ; 
that in the inexpressible and inconceivable complication of horrors 
inseparable from its least revolting form, even the vast and manifold 
material evils and sufferings which it scatters broadcast around its 
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path, sink into insignificance in comparison with the fatal moral 
influences which attend it and long continue to follow in its train; 
and that in the present age of a professed Christian civilization, and 
of liberal philosophical enlightenment, the remedy of a war, of re- 
vengeful atonement, undertaken between nations united by the fra- 
ternal! bonds ofa mutually beneficial commercial intercourse, whether 
on any supposed point of offended dignity or insulted “ honor,” or 
forthe punishment of injuries inflicted on any mere material interests, 
or even for the vindication and protection of undoubted public or 
private rights, would involve a national guilt and folly, the one as 
grievous and wicked, as the other would be absurd and contemptible, 

Resolved, That these truths have a peculiar applicability to the 
case of a nation whose entire system of institutions is based in its 
theory on the principles of a high moral, philanthropic, and _ pacific 
democracy; and upon which rests, together with the incalculable 
blessings of those institutions and of their fruits, a great responsibility 
of justifying those principles to the view of other nations of the earth, 
by exhibiting on all occasions, in the conduct of its external relations, 
a consistent and harmonious exemplification of their truly wise, 
benign, and beneficent spirit. 

Resolved, That the peaceful remedy of cessation of intercourse, 
commercial, political and social, carried out to a greater or less extent 
according to circumstances, and accompanied with a solemn protest 
and remonstrance addressed to the public opinion of all the nations 
of civilized Christendom, is calculated to afford a far more effectual 
redress of national wrongs and protection of national rights, than any 
to be sought in the old barbarian, wicked, and foolish resort of a 
Declaration of War. 

Resolved, That the project of a Congress of Nations for the adju- 
dication and adjustment of national controversies, presents a simple 
and effectual means of striking at the root of this fearful evil and 
folly of War, by which the earth has been for so many ages desolated 
and disgraced ; that it needs only the co-operation of a few of the 
more euvlightened and liberalized commercial nations, to become a 
practical reality, to a sufficient extent to serve as a basis for future 
successive enlargement; and that itis upon the United States of 
America that the duty is solemnly incumbent of taking the initiative 
in the movement and the efforts requisite to carry this simple and 
sublime project into effect; not alone from the character and spirit 
by which all our institutions are pervaded, but also from the success- 
ful example afforded by our own peculiar political organization, of 
the principle of the harmonious federation of separate national sove- 
reignties, on the basis of certain specific and limited objects of a com- 
mon interest. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That inasmuch as it is in the 
Federal Government that the power and the duty reside, under the 
Constitution of the United States, of administering the affairs of the 
external relations of the Union, the Executive department of that 


Government be requested to take such initiatory steps in the way of 


its negotiations with foreign states, as it may judge practicable and 
proper, to carry into effect the object of the preceding resolution. 
And that, in all their legislation in reference to the foreign relations 
of the Union, and especially in the present agitated and alarming 
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crisis of the public sentiment and policy, the Senators and Represen- 
tatives in Congress from this State. he requested to conform their 
action, as nearly as may be, to the principles and spirit of these res- 
olutions. 

Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That a copy of these resolutions 
be communicated to the President of the United States, to each of 
the Senators and Representatives in Congress from this State, and to 
the Executives of the different States of this Union, with a request 
that they may be laid before the respective Legislatures of the same. 





VIEWS OF QUAKERS ON CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 


We have from the first maintained, that the strietest principles of 
peace are consistent with civil government, and have referred, for 
proof of their actual consistency, to the case of the Quakers, who de- 
nounce all war as contrary to the gospel, yet recognize civil govern- 
ment as an ordinance of Heaven. 

We have before us a new confirmation of our views respecting the 
consistency of peace and civil government. Itis a document issued 
by “the Representatives of the Yearly Meeting of the Society of 
Friends for New England” in 1840, and obviously designed to guard 
its members against confounding their views of peace with that 
theory which discards all human government as contrary to the 
Christian dispensation. 

The Society first assert their belief that all war is wrong. 


“ We do indeed believe that war and fighting are contrary to the 
Divine will, and unlawful for us as Christians—and we cannot, 
therefore, in any way, countenance or contribute to military opera- 
tions.” 


They proceed next to illustrate from the Bible, and their own 
standard writers, their views of civil government. 


“But while we have thus felt bound uncompromisingly to maintain 
our belief of the peaceable nature of the Christian dispensation, we 
have ever acknowledged the propriety and necessity of human gov- 
ernment in conducting the affairs of men, and have since our origin, 
from time to time, declared our views in this respect, manifesting 
our fidelity to whatever government an overruling Providence might 
place us under. Nor do we believe that in this way our peaceable 
principles are at all infringed upon. 

“We find in the New Testament clear and undeniable evidence 
that civil government was fully recognized by Christ himself and his 
apostles ; and we have ever considered it to be essential to the pres- 
ervation of good order and the promotion of the happiness of man— 
nor have we as a Society any unity with the views of those who deny 
the necessity of human governments. 

“When the apostle Peter was inquired of, “ Does not your master 
pay tribute?” he replied in the affirmative, and Christ upon the 
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occasion wrought a miracle to obtain money to pay for himself and 
the apostle. Here the authority of civil government in exacting tribute 
is acknowledged by our Lord, and practically complied with ; and 
in no instance do we find that he refused to conform to it, but 
expressly commanded to ‘render unto Cesar the things that are 
Ceesar’s.’ 

“We may now introduce several injunctions and conclusions of 
the apostles respecting governments in their own words. ‘ Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers; for there is no power 
but of God. The powers that be are ordained of God: whosoever, 
therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; for 
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou, then, 
not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise of the same; for he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs 
be subject, notonly for wrath, but also for conscience sake: For, for 
this cause ye pay tribute also; for they are God’s ministers, attending 
continually upon this very thing” Rom. 13: 1—6. ‘Submit your- 
selves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake; whether it be 
to the king as supreme, or unto governors as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment of evil doers, and for the praise of 
them that do well: For so is the will of God, that with well doing 
ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.’ Peter, Ist Epis- 
tle, 2: 13, 15. ‘ Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work.’ Titus, 
3:1. The apostle Paul acknowledges and practically submits to 
the authority of human governments, when he declared unto Festus 
that if he had ‘committed any thing worthy of death, he refused not 
to die, and then appealed unto Cesar to be judged by him. 

“'These citations from Holy Scripture we think sufficiently estab- 
lish the position that civil government was recognized and sustained 
by the author of Christianity and his apostles, and we now proceed 
to show that the Society of Friends has always acknowledged its 
authority and contributed to its support; and to prove this, we shall 
quote from various writers of standard authority in the Society. 
And, firstly, we adduce the testimony of George Fox on this point. 

“In his address to Charles 2d, from the prison in Worcester, he 
asserts that ‘the spirit which leads people from all manner of sin 
and evil is one with the magistrates’ power and with the righteous 
law ; for the law being added because of transgression, so the spirit 
which leads out of transgression is the good spirit of Christ, and is 
one with the magistrates in the higher powers and owns it and them; 
and he expressly declares that he and his Friends ‘are not against, 
but stand for all good government.’ 

“He sometimes called upon the civil authority to interpose its 
sheltering power to protect his person, and in an Epistle to Friends 
in some of the West India Islands, when the Governor had desired 
them to take a part in keeping up a watch to protect from incursions, 
and had granted them the privilege of doing so without carrying 
arms, he enters into an argument to show the propriety of their com- 
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plying; and enjoins them faithfully to perform this service, and report 
to the magistrates all cases of offence that they may discover, in 
order that the offender may be arrested in his course and punished— 
and thus proceeds: ‘For rulers are not to be a terror to the good 
workers, but to the evil; and wilt thou, then, not be afraid of the 
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the 
same; for he is a minister of God to thee for good, for he should keep 
down the devil; but if thou doest that which is evil, be afraid ; for 
he beareth not the sword* in vain; for he is the minister of God 
to revenge and execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. So he is 
the revenger and executioner of the wrath upon the evil doer, as 
God hath placed him—on him that steals, or kills, or bears false wit- 
ness, &c. ‘And to that power that executes the revenge, and brings 
the sword * upon the murderer, thief, false witness and other evil 
doers, we must be subject to that power, and own that power, not 
not only for wrath, but for conscience sake; which is for the pun- 
ishment of the evil doers, and the praise of them that do well.’ ” 


Other quotations are made from George Fox, Robert Barclay, 
Pyott, Burrough and Penn, all conspiring to prove, beyond a doubt, 
that the Friends have from the first held both to peace and govern- 
ment. 

We revert to this subject, not for any purpose of reproach or odium, 
but in order to keep before our readers the important fact, that the 
strongest advocates of peace have ever been, with a few recent ex- 
ceptions, decided advocates of civil government as an ordinance 
from God for the good of man. Whether our views of peace are 
right, we do not now inquire ; but we insist on the indisputable fact, 
that whether right or wrong, they are actually consistent with a 
belief in human government. 





OFFICIAL LETTER, 
From the Society of Christian Morals, Paris, to the President of the A. P. S. 


Our readers are already apprized, that this Society, organized in 
1828, has from the first included peace among its objects; but it 
will be seen from the following communication, that they now pro- 
pose to take up the subject with new zeal in a way likely to accom- 
plish much more good than ever before. Our Society has already 
replied to this letter; and we shall hope hereafter for a correspond- 
ence with our co-workers in France more frequent and valuable 


than heretofore. 
Society of Christian Morals, 
s Paris, 17th March, 1841. 
ecretary’s Office, No, 12, Taranne Street. 
Mr. PresipENT,—We have the honor to address to you the Jour- 
nal of Christian Morals of 11th January, from which you will learn, 








* The term sword is used by Fri i i ested 
in the civil magistrate. y Friends figuratively, as emblematical of the power v 
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that our Society has recently appointed a special committee on 
universal and perpetual peace. 

Many members of your Society know, that this design has con- 
stantly been kept in view by our Society; and the Standing Commit- 
tee which it has now organized, will make known to you, that its 
intention is, to unite ina more special manner its efforts with yours 
to arrive at this great result. 

In consideration therefore of the particular circumstances in which 
we are placed, our Committee has need of your active and enlight- 
ened co-operation; and it is for this purpose that it addresses itself 
to your Society, whose experience will be valuable to it, in order to 
open communications as frequent as possible, with the design of 
laboring with each other for a result which may have so great an 
influence on the future progress of humanity. 

The Society, therefore intreats you, Mr. President, not only to 
enter into connections with it, but to consent to procure for it as 
many such connections as possible with the societies or friends of 
peace that are in communication with that over which you preside. 
On its own part, it will be prompt to send you all the documents it 
shall publish. 

The Committee earnestly desire to have some of the publications 
of your Society, especially those which have received premiums. 

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurance of our most distin- 
guished consideration. 

[Signed by the President, Vice Presidents and Secretary General 
of the Society.] 





{(>~ At the annual meeting of the American Peace Society in May 
last, it was voted to adjourn to Wednesday, Oct. 13, for the election 
of President and other officers, and for the transaction of other 
important business. The said meeting will be held at the Marlboro’ 
Chapel, at 7 o’clock, on the evening of that day. Members are re- 
quested to attend. 
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